


















Loose cohesions/ prosaic publics 

 

i) Ordinary: pragmatic practices 

 

ii) Commonplace: shared (urban) currency 

 

iii) Expressive: convivial and contested exchange 

  

iv)  Diverse: cultural and economic dimensions 

  

  

   

 

 



 

In particular, I want to talk about measures we’re taking to make us 

more discerning when it comes to stopping the wrong people from 

coming here, and even more welcoming to the people we do want 

to come here […]  

 

It takes time to establish the personal relationships, the family ties, 

the social bonds that turn the place where you live into a rail 

community. But the pace of change brought by mass immigration 

makes those things impossible to achieve. You only have to look at 

London, where almost half of all primary school children speak 

English as a second language, to see the challenges we now face in 

our country.’ 

 

(Theresa May Home Office 2012: 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/speeches/home-

secretary 
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City : diverse and disparate 

 

 

 

 

 



Simpson’s score of diversity by ward for the UK:  

Map 1 1991 Census data, Map 2 2001 Census data (GLA, 2006, Simpson’s diversity indices by ward) 

 

2011: 173 out of the world’s 229 nations have at least a 1000 representatives in the UK 

(Paccoud) 
 



(Antoine Paccoud, LSE Cities, 2013) 



Antoine Paccoud, LSE Cities, 2013 



Simpson’s score of ethnic diversity by ward for London (GLA, 2006, Simpson’s diversity indices by ward) 

2011: There are 119 country of births represented in the 14.8 million inhabitants of 

London’s Extended Metropolitan Region 

  

2011: 103 out of 119 of these migrant groups can actually be found in the 3 million 

inhabitants of Inner London (13 boroughs) 

 



The increase in inequality in real terms for the UK 

 



The increase in inequality in London in real terms:  

 



Indices of Deprivation (Government Office for London, 2007) 



Simpson’s score of ethnic diversity by ward for London (GLA, 2006, Simpson’s diversity indices by ward) 



Vivid Ecosystems 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Suzi:            How much do you know about Peckham Rye Lane? Have    

           you done a survey of the street economies? 

          

 

Econ officer:     In large and unwieldy bureaucracies, it’s hard to attend to 

             the detail.  

 

           (Pause) 

 

            We learnt more about the shops along Walworth Road and 

            Rye Lane after the riots. 

 

 
 

 

 











 

 



 

 



 

 







Incremental order 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 

What mediates between individuals and 

authorities? 

 

 

Is there a benefit to coagulating the loose 

cohesion? 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

We are busy not because we are making money, but because we 

are struggling. At this time we need a community worker who can 

join us, connect us together. In my experience these things that 

changed [the road work disruptions and parking restrictions] 

wouldn’t happen if we had a trade association. 

 

Abdul, local proprietor (Meeting 2013) 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

We need greater economic diversity, greater range of choice. The 

cloning process works for the first run, but has to advance. We also 

need a street buzz, at the moment people don’t hang out. Nobody 

has made the connection to keep people on the street . There is a 

grunge, a cool factor [with the art scene], and we could get some of 

it on Rye Lane as punctuation points, with events. 

 

Bob, local bar owner (Meeting 2013) 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

With all this rapid change, there is a difficulty in defining the role of 

the local authority. 

 

Southwark official (Meeting 2013) 
 

 
 

 

 



Loose cohesions/ prosaic publics 

 

i) Shared organisational and spatial platform 

  

ii)  Communicate and experiment, make cultural  

 practices more visible 

  

iii)  Mitigate parochial interests   

   

 

 


